
Reliability and Validity

The reliability of a 
method of measurement 
refers to how 
CONSISTENTLY it 
measures

Title: Feb 1 ­ 20:18 (1 of 20)



The reliability of a 
method of measurement 
refers to how 
CONSISTENTLY it 
measures

could be 
experimental 
test

Title: Feb 1 ­ 20:18 (2 of 20)



The reliability of a 
method of measurement 
refers to how 
CONSISTENTLY it 
measures

could be 
experimental 
test

could be 
an 
observational
procedure

Title: Feb 1 ­ 20:18 (3 of 20)



The reliability of a 
method of measurement 
refers to how 
CONSISTENTLY it 
measures

could be 
experimental 
test

could be 
an 
observational
procedure

could be a
questionnaire

Title: Feb 1 ­ 20:18 (4 of 20)



Internal Reliability

How consistently a 
method measures within 
itself

Imagine a wonky ruler

An IQ test which had half 
easy and half hard 
questions.

Or two observers who 
saw the same event and 
scored it differently
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Internal Reliability can be 
measured by the split­half 
method.
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should give similar 
scores when repeated on 
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What if:  ruler measured 
differently each time it 
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Test, Re­Test method

How would it work?

What problems might 
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Validity

Does this test measure what it is intended to measure?

Internal Validity

were my results due to 
the effect I thought I was 
measuring?

External Validity

Can my results be 
generalised if conducted 
in different environments 
or using different 
participants?
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Face or 
Content 
Validity

Concurrent
Validity

Construct
Validity

Predictive
Validity

Ecological Validity
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