
Piaget
Stage Theory

Sensorimotor

Age 0-2

Characteristics

Developoment of
Object permanence

Egocentrism

6 substages

1-3 are to do with sensation
and movement

4-6 are to do with intentional
actions

Research

Toy under blanket Looks where last seen

Toy behind screen heartbeat increase

Bower and Wishart - IR light Against

Baillargeon and Devos - carrots Against

Ward & Mundy Castle -
rotating screen Against

Preoperational

Age 2-7

Characteristics

Egocenric
Three mountains

Policeman-boy Against

Animism

No centration yet

think more
than one thing
at a time

Intuitive thinking 
in later stages

appearance 
not logical
thinking

Can't do conservation yet
Conservation 
Experiments

Naughty
Teddy

Preconceptual
Intuitive

Concrete Operations

Age 7-11

Characteristics

Reversibility
Compensation

Can now do 
Conservation

seriation

transitivity

class inclusion
the cows

Bryant & Samuels Against

Formal Operations

Age 11-up
Piaget later said - not all
people reach this stage

Characteristics

Logical "hypothetical" thinking
Four beaker problem

Wason test

Symbolic thought

Flexible thought Third eye problem

Universal and
invariant
sequence

Evaluation

Are there distinct stages?

Are the stages universal?

Is Discovery learning the key
process in development?

Is it only the development of
schemas?

Methodology

Poor sampling

Tests usually
 underestimated
abilities

Non standard
clinical methods

Tendency to 
infer inability 
from failure

Positive evaluation

Laid foundation 
for further research

Detailed and very extensive
observations

Invented some good tests

Universal qualitative
differences is generally
acceptedcross cultural studies confirm

Importance of play in
development

Took children seriously
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Donaldson

Schemas

Invariants
Sucking

Grasping

Functional Invariants
Adaptation to 
Environment

Assimilation

Accommodation

Equilibrium
Disequilibrium

Organisation of
internal structures

Schemas

Operations

Discovery
Learning
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