
Piaget Moral
Development

Aims

Judgements of 
wrongdoing and 
punishment

Understanding of
telling lies

stupid lie

Tree can play the piano

I can play the piano not so  
stupid

Understanding 
of Rules

under 5
aware of rules

don't use them

5 to 10
Rules fixed

Sometimes break them

over 10

Rules by agreement

can be changed

usually apply rules

Research

Aim

Investigate
moral judgement
in Children

Method

moral
dilemma

intentionally
naughty?

How much
damage caused?

Results

Under 10

judgement based
on DAMAGE caused

No account of intentions

Harsher punishments

Over 10

Judgement based
on intentions

Limited punishment
related to wrongdoing

Conclusion
Over 10, can think for self

can take more than one
factor into account

Evaluation

High cognitive effort 
required.  Can young
children cope with this?

Can young kids
cope with two stories?

Doesn't consider all  
combinations 
of intention and damage

Nelson (1980)

considers all 4 possibilities

Page 66 Pennington

Showed that Piaget
UNDERESTIMATED 
capabilities of young
children (Surprise!!!)

Theory

three 
stages

Pre-moral Judgement
Child unaware.

Should we punish?

Moral Realism

heteronomous  

adult 
constraint

Rules not 
to be broken

Expiatory 
Punishment

Pay for 
being naughty

Immanent
justice

Choke on 
the stolen
biscuit

Moral Relativism

autonomous

co-operative
morality

may not
always be right 
or wrong

Punishment by 
Reciprocity

Not always
harsh

fit the crime

Teach plan


