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Theory

Experiment

72 Boys

Dilemma study

Written Responses

Interviews

Levels of
morality

Pre-conventional

Punishment and
obedience orientation

Bad behaviour is
'whatever is punished'

Instrumental hedonism 
orientation

Good behaviour is 
whatever brings rewards

Conventional

'Good boy/girl
orientation

Good behaviour 
is what pleases others

Morality of Authority and
maintaining social order

Being good means doing one's
duty
and obeying the law.

Post-conventional

Morality of contract,
individual
rights and accepted law

Everybody has rights and laws
can be changed by agreed
procedures

Morality of individual 
principles of conscience

An individual's moral
principles
are more important than 
conventional rules or laws

Evaluation

Stages

Are there Six?

Turiel says 
smooth progression

Invariant and
Irreversible
sequence?

Longitudinal studies

Kohlberg &
Kramer (P 77)

Longitudinal studies take place over a
long time, and study effects at
different ages via maturity.  Cross
sectional studies take a sample of
ages at one time and study them at
once.

Cross-sectional studyWalker (P 77)

Universal?

same sequence, different
rates.

Culture Bias?

Women vs Justice?Gilligan

Says Kohlberg biased against
women.

Women Care

Men have Justice 
Orientation
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