
Influences

Context

Malpass &
Devine
p.327 Pennington

Shown vandalism

Group 1 told about 
time of day, location, 
reactions of witnesses Significantly better recall

Group 2 given no extra
information Not such good recall

CONCLUSION:  Giving
information about context
aids recall

Reconstructions

Take witness statement at
scene?

Questioning

Loftus is
considered 
world expert

p 328 Pennington

Leading Questions

Insertion

Transformation

Many expts within
Accident paradigm

Participants view
video of accident

Grp 1
How fast were cars going when
SMASHED reported High speed

Grp 2
How fast were cars going when
COLLIDED Reported Low speed

Participants view 
violation, e.g. not stop
at T-junction

Grp 1
Did you see the car go past the
caution sign?

Grp 2
Did you see the car go past the
STOP sign?

In fact, no sign was present!

Eve so, Many Ps remembered a
sign

Stereotyping

If he's a burglar, we will
remember him as looking like
a burglar stereotype

Racial/Cultural
Stereotyping

Errors due to stereotyping

Errors due to lack of
knowledge of racial
characteristics etc.

Gender
The bag snatch

stereotypes as male, even
though a female

Emotion/Stress

Violence

Clifford & Scott p329
Pennington

weapon focus
Focus is on weapon

Peripheral items are forgotten

Emotional content
Bank robbery

Money remembered
more than descriptions

BUT Yuille and Cutshall

Violence sometimes sharpens
memory for emotional events

Age

Old people?

Children

See Pennington page 329

Can be unreliable

Can be reliable

Mainly important in False
Memory studies (see later)

Eye
Witness
Testimony

The Cognitive
Interview:
Pennington page 331 -
Important way of
overcoming many of the
problems of EWT .
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