
Stage Theory

Sensorimotor

Age 0-2

Characteristics

Developoment of
Object permanence

Egocentrism

6 substages

1-3 are to do with sensation
and movement

4-6 are to do with intentional
actions

Research

Toy under blanket Looks where last seen

Toy behind screen heartbeat increase

Bower and Wishart - IR light Against

Baillargeon and Devos - carrots Against

Ward & Mundy Castle -
rotating screen Against

Preoperational

Age 2-7

Characteristics

Egocenric
Three mountains

Policeman-boy Against

Animism

No centration yet

think more
than one thing
at a time

Intuitive thinking 
in later stages

appearance 
not logical
thinking

Can't do conservation yet

Conservation 
Experiments

Naughty
Teddy

Preconceptual
Intuitive

Concrete Operations

Age 7-11

Characteristics

Reversibility
Compensation

Can now do 
Conservation

seriation

transitivity

class inclusion
the cows

Bryant & SamuelsAgainst

Formal Operations

Age 11-up

Piaget later said - not all
people reach this stage

Characteristics

Logical "hypothetical" thinking
Four beaker problem

Wason test

Symbolic thought

Flexible thoughtThird eye problem

Piaget's Stages.

Four stages of Cognitive
Development:  

1.  Sensorimotor
2.  Pre-operational
3.  Concrete Operations
4.  Formal Operations
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